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requiring a little encouragement or a few words to clear
points or explain experiences as yet unintelligible.
Maharshfs answers to these are very apposite, and pro-
ceed on such high levels that some who hear do not under-
stand the talk. The account of Natananandar (see
Chapter XXVI) furnishes a good illustration. Hardly
any of these conversations have been preserved.

A few devotees appear to have a special aptitude to
rouse psychic power in Maharshi, power perhaps uncon-
sciously exercised in all cases. To illustrate this the
instance of Kulumani Narayana Sastri, a devout bhaktciy
disciple, of both Maharshi and Seshadriswami, who had
received noticeable marks of favour and considerable
attention in the development of his detachment (Vairagya)
and illumination (Jnana) at the hands of the latter, may
be cited. A person who was so highly honoured by
Seshadriswami cannot be unreliable. Even apart j^rom
that, he is even now in our midst, leading a saintly, dedi-
cated life ; and his words command great respect.

About 1913, K. N. Sastri went to see Maharshi on the
hill. He took with him a bunch of plantains which he
had first carrried to the temple and offered to God Aruna-
chala. On the way he saw the huge statue of Ganapati
in front of that temple to which he mentally offered one
of the fruits without plucking it from the bunch. In. the
temple he offered the "whole bunch to Arimachala and
took it back and gave it to Maharshi saying nothing about
his mental offer. When it was about to be taken inside
the cave by a disciple, Maharshi stopped him and said,
" Stop, let us take the fruit offered to Ganapati." K. N.
Sastri was taken aback with this remarkable thought